Survey report on forensic nursing.
1. There are at least 1,200 registered nurses working in psychiatric forensic facilities, 5% of whom are master's prepared. In 1991, approximately 1,900 student nurses were affiliated with an institution providing evaluation and treatment for mentally ill offenders. 2. Based on the response to this survey, there is an eagerness to develop a professional network of forensic psychiatric nurses. The nature of this practice tends to be isolating, with heretofore infrequent opportunities to share common concerns and challenges. 3. Forensic psychiatric nurses represent a stable work force of substantial tenure. The most rewarding aspects of forensic nursing identified by the survey were the potential for autonomous professional practice and the unique challenges of providing care in a security environment.